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Energy Star®
Schell Brothers is a proud builder of Energy Star homes. 
To earn the Energy Star, a home must meet strict guidelines for energy 
efficiency set by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. These 
homes are at least 15% more energy efficient than homes built to 
the 2004 International Residential Code (IRC), and include additional 
energy-saving features that typically make them 20–30% more 
efficient than standard homes.

As a builder of ENERGY STAR® qualified homes, Schell Brothers includes 
these ‘tried-and-true’ energy-efficient features that contribute to 
improved home quality and homeowner comfort, and to lower energy 
demand and reduced air pollution:

1. Effective Insulation
Properly installed and inspected insulation in floors, walls, and attics 
ensures even temperatures throughout the house, reduced energy use, 
and increased comfort. 
2. High-Performance Windows
Energy-efficient windows employ advanced technologies, such as 
protective coatings and improved frames, to help keep heat in during 
winter and out during summer. 
3. Tight Construction and Ducts
A tightly sealed home improves comfort and indoor air quality while 
reducing utility and maintenance. 
4. Efficient Heating and Cooling Equipment
In addition to using less energy to operate, energy-efficient heating and 
cooling systems can be quieter, reduce indoor humidity, and improve 
the overall comfort of the home. 
5. Efficient Products
ENERGY STAR qualified homes may also be equipped with ENERGY STAR 
qualified products - Schell Brothers uses only ENERGY STAR quallified 
refrigerators, dishwashers, and washing machines. 
6. Third-Party Verification
With the help of independent Home Energy Raters, ENERGY STAR builder 
partners choose the most appropriate energy-saving features for their 
homes. Additionally, raters conduct onsite testing and inspections to 
verify the energy efficiency measures, as well as insulation, air tightness, 
and duct sealing details.
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Concrete & Masonry

Structural Framing

2

*Unfinished basement options available.
Footings 8” x 16” steel reinforced with minimum 3000 psi concrete.
Foundation Walls 4’ x 8” steel reinforced poured concrete with minimum 3000 
psi concrete.  Foundation walls shall have a brick form finish and walls shall be 
waterproofed on the exterior up to finished grade line.
Foundation Piers 16” x 16” concrete piers on top of  32” x 32” footers with 
steel reinforcing poured with minimum 3000 psi concrete.
Concrete Slabs All concrete slabs to be poured with a minimum of 3000 psi 
concrete. 
Conditioned Crawl Space Interior of all crawl space walls shall be insulated 
with 2” thick extruded polystyrene foam insulation with one insulated crawl 
space access door. Conditioned crawl space shall include 3” clean sand or PEA 
gravel fill and reinforced 6–mil poly moisture barrier.
Termite Treatment Soil based application applied around all exterior 
foundation walls. Galvanized termite treatment shield shall be installed at the 
junction of all exterior foundation walls.

Exterior Walls Exterior walls constructed with 2” x 6” studs spaced 16” on 

center with 7/16” OSB Sheathing.

Interior Walls Interior walls constructed with 2” x 4” studs spaced 16” on 
center. 

Floor System Constructed of either 2” x 12” lumber spaced according to 
plan,Wood I Joists or engineered open–web floor trusses per plan. All sub 
flooring shall be 3/4” tongue and groove Advantech or equivalent.

Roof System Engineered attic roof trusses with attic access where 
applicable.

Ceiling Height 9’ ceilings minimum on first floor, 8’ minimum on second 
floor, where applicable. Ceiling hights vary per plan.

Interior Stairs Carpeted pine tread and riser “box” style stairs. 
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Insulation & EPA Draftstopping
Draftstopping US Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Energy Star 
Draft Stopping air sealer installed at the wood framing and concrete wall 
juncture.
Moisture Barrier R–Wrap protective house–wrap moisture barrier applied 

to all exterior walls.

Interior Walls R–11 Sound Batt Insulation on interior walls surrounding 
Utility Rooms, Powder Rooms, Owner Bedrooms & All Bathrooms

Garage R–19 insulation in common walls only. Option for full garage 
insulation available as an upgrade.

Attic Areas R–38 blown–in–blanket insulation in flat ceilings (where 
possible). R–38 Batt insulation in sloped attic ceilings and all other attic 
areas. 

HVAC Heating, Ventilation & Air Conditioning
Schell Brothers is an Energy Star partner. All homes are built to Energy Star 
Standards.

A/C unit 13 SEER Trane or equivalent A/C units. Sized according to Model 
Energy Code (MEC) check.

Furnace 90+ efficiency natural gas furnaces in primary zone with heat 
pump in secondary zones, where applicable.

HVAC Zones One or two zones HVAC system depending on size of home. 
Finished Bonus Rooms to include electronic automated zone damper. 

Thermostats Programmable digital thermostats.

*Energy Star is a government-backed program helping 
businesses and individuals protect the environment through 
superior energy efficiency.
 
Results are already adding up. Americans, with the help of 
Energy Star, saved enough energy in 2005 alone to avoid 
greenhouse gas emissions equivalent to those from 23 
million cars — all while saving $12 billion on their utility 
bills.

Energy efficient choices can save families about a third on 
their energy bill with similar savings of greenhouse gas 
emissions, without sacrificing features, style or comfort. 
Energy Star helps you make the energy efficient choice.
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Drywall
Walls 1/2” gypsum drywall with smooth finish installed on all interior walls 
except as noted below.
Ceilings 5/8” Regular or 1/2” High strength drywall with smooth finish 
installed on all living space ceiling as required.
Bathrooms 1/2” tile backerboard in tiled areas with 1/2” moisture resistant 
“green” board in other areas.
Garages 5/8” Type–X Fire–rated drywall installed per fire code in garage/
house common walls. 1/2” drywall on all other garage walls. All garage 
drywall is finished and unpainted.

Jeld–Wen 
Bristol or equivalent
6–Panel smooth door

Interior Finishes upgrades available
Interior Doors Door Hardware

Schlage
Dexter Series 
Satin Nickel finish

A. Interior Doors
Torino Lever

B. Front Door 
Barcelona Handleset 
with Deadbolt

B

A

Running Trim
31/4” Base moulding.
21/4” Casing around all doors, windows and cased openings.
Closets
White wire shelving in pantries and linen closets; full slide rods in coat closets 
and bedroom closets.
Paint
2 coats of Sherwin Williams Alabaster flat on all walls with Extra White semi–
gloss on trim and doors. 
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Flooring upgrades available
Ceramic Floor Tile
12” x 12”  Dal-Tile tile in Foyer and Kitchen, Breakfast Nook, and all Baths.
Vinyl Flooring
Portico/Mohawk high strength, tear resistant vinyl flooring to be used in 
Utility Room.
Plush Carpet
To be used in all areas not listed above
Included Pad 
6 lb. rebond pad
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Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinets
Wellborn Arlington 
Square Oak

Wellborn Cabinet, Inc. is a family owned and 
operated business that was established in 
1961. The Wellborn family oversees the entire 
production process– from fresh–cut logs to 
finished cabinets. Quality assurance is an integral 
part of the company; one out of every eleven 
employees is a quality control inspector. 

Sable
MediumLight

Natural

Cabinet Hardware

3910 BK

Z259–3 BK

3910 SN3910 PC

Z259–3 SNZ259–3 PC

Cabinets & Countertops upgrades available
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Countertops upgrades available
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Kitchen Countertops
Tier 1 
Granite Countertops

Bathroom Vanity Tops
Virgina Marble cultured marble with matching integral sinks in the following 
colors:

135 White/Kohler Bone 143 White/Light Gray101 White Vein/White 139 White/A.S. Bone

530 White/Kohler Biscuit 120 Classic Cream191 Solid Innoc. Blush 517 Solid Kohler Biscuit

 117 Country Gray/White 019 Natural Vein/White 102 Beige Vein/White 031 Bright White

Andes Black

Luna Pearl

UbatubaSanta Cecilia

Verde Butterfly

New CaladoniaTan Brown


